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"...............The paper proposes that stewards should have access to reliable, up-to-date information on:
· Current and future trends in health and health system performance? For example, on levels, trends and inequalities in key areas such as national health expenditures; human resources; health system outcomes; health risk factors; vulnerable groups; coverage; provider performance; organisational / institutional challenges in provision, financing, resource generation, stewardship 

· Important contextual factors and actors the political, economic and institutional context; the roles and motivation of different actors; user / consumer preferences; opportunities and constraints for change. Events / reforms in other sectors with implications for the health sector 

· Possible policy options, based on national and international evidence and experience? For example, intelligence on different policy tools and instruments for similar problems; on their effects in different settings, and on managing change. It includes information on relatively specific things such as cost-effective interventions; and on possible institutional arrangements for different functions........."
