

African Course in Health Social Science

Challenges in health and health care in Africa are formidable. Health social science research can support health programmes and enhance their effectiveness by offering insight into social and cultural determinants of health status and into people’s perspectives of health and health care. It also can help to identify ways to strengthen health services in Africa and make them more tailored to people’s needs and practices.

This international course in health social science is designed to provide junior social science researchers with a working knowledge of conceptual and methodological tools focusing on various problem areas, such as HIV/AIDS and other STDs, malaria and TB, reproductive health, violence, immunization and child health, and traditional medicine. The course is also of great importance to health advocates in such priority fields and for health professionals who want to broaden their understanding of health problems.

The course combines the knowledge, skills and experience of senior health social scientists from Africa (University of the Western Cape, South Africa; Makarere University, Uganda) and Europe (Medical Anthropology Unit, University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands).

The course will last six weeks, from March 2 to April 13, 2003. It includes group exercises, presentations by participants, lectures and fieldwork. Participants will elaborate a research proposal that focuses on a priority health problem at home.

The course will be held in Cape Town, South Africa. The course fee is USD 3750 including a USD 100 non-refundable registration fee. Accommodations are available at USD 15 per day. Food will cost USD 15 per day. 

Candidates and sponsors can write or e-mail their interest to receive an application form to:

Dr. K. Nadasen   (e-mail: knadasen@uwc.ac.za) 

Department of Anthropology and Sociology

University of the Western Cape

Private Bag X17

Bellville 7535

South Africa

