[image: image1.png]



AFRICAN WOMEN CELEBRATING OUR RIGHTS TO

HEALTHY MINDS, BODIES, AND SOULS
Mark your calendar for one of the most exciting events on
Women’s Health and Rights In Africa
4th-7th February, 2003, Johannesburg, South Africa

African health rights activists and researchers from all sub-regions of the continent will meet to discuss issues with policy makers and health service providers -- bringing a forum for debate on some of the most critical issues of Gender and Health in Africa. Panel Presentations and Round Table Discussions will be held by some of the most prominent International names in the fields of Health and Rights in Africa. There will also be Workshops on best practices, Skills Exchange opportunities, and Seminal Lectures by Africans thinkers, writers and scholars.

Some issues for discussion: 

· How can we advocate for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights as fundamental to peace, democracy, and economic development in Africa?

· Plurality, individual rights, communal identity, culture and religion: How do we balance these with laws and policies in Africa?

· Gender-Based Violence: what can men do about it?

· Donor practices after Cairo and Beijing: Is Reproductive Health and women’s empowerment still a priority?

· What can sub-regional and regional bodies do to persuade Governments to resource Reproductive Health and prevent sexual violence?

· HIV/AIDS and Gender: Why re-dressing Gender power imbalances in African societies is essential to our efforts to address the HIV/AIDS pandemic. 

· How can we integrate Women’s Rights into delivery of Health Care Services?

· Strategies to promote the participation of young girls, boys and adolescents in programmes that aim to address their health and education needs: How to engage youth in the solution.

· How do we promote a culture of respect for the bodily integrity and autonomy of women and girls?

· Africans at home and in the Diaspora: How can we link to become an effective force in the global village?

· And many others…

African Women's Health Day   4th Feb 2003
 An exciting day of celebration including awards, literary readings, stalls, crafts, reflections on spirituality, outdoor activities, evening entertainment, music & dance.

How You Can Be Part Of It
Have your say and learn. As an individual or an activist organisation, attend to share your views and experiences, build upon your skills and network with other activists, organisations, policy makers and donors.

As a national, regional or international organisation, you can facilitate and/or sponsor an activity in your area of interest and publicise your work in the region, gaining increased recognition and support.

As a donor, invest in the leaders of tomorrow.  You can provide financial support for the conference in general or subsidise the travel and attendance costs for African participants to the conference.
Demand is expected to be high!  For more information e-mail conference@amanitare.org
Call for application will be posted July 2002.
http://www.amanitare.org
